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mind* The German nation wished and ardently
desired to think of itself as acting with dramatic unity,
slow indeed to wrath, but mighty when aroused, as
determined as generous* It is not difficult to under-
stand how sordid, in such a mood, seemed to them that
unfortunate bundle of receipts* Incidentally, we must
also allow something for the pressure at that time we
ourselves were exercising in the same direction* We
had delimited the world into Bolshevist and anti-
Bolshevist, and had decreed outlawry and curses against
all who would not join in the crusade to put down the
Bolshevist plague* But the Germans wanted to be
admitted to the League of Nations, not to be yet further
excluded; it was suicidal to be convicted of having
trafficked with Bolshevism*

I have deliberately given the less important reasons
for the national anger first* Trafficking with Bolshevist
Russia destroyed a national legend which was in a fair
way to be built up; it was obviously counter to self-
interest* But there was something else* This some-
thing else was quite simply: fear* i,g* fear of Russia*
44 Whosoever after me shall govern Prussia/* wrote
Frederick the Great, in making the first alliance between
his own country and the Russians*" will have sedulously
to cultivate the friendship of these barbarians*"* In
these words are embodied all the deep prejudice*

* Quiconque apres moi gouvernera la Prusse, se trouvera dans la
necessite de cultiver soigneusement lfamitie de ces barbaresf (1763)*